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Basal metabolic rate + 60%. She was again treated with methyl thiouracil and has done well, gaining nearly one stone in weight. Pamela L., born 29.1.47. Soon after her birth, her mother noticed that she would not take to the breast and failed to gain weight. She had a big tongue, a dry skin and an umbilical hernia. She was bottle fed after one month, but still would not take her feeds. At ten weeks she weighed 8 lb. 10 oz. Aged 3 months: Attended Great Ormond Street Hospital, where it was noted that she was a mouth breather, had a dry coarse skin and had a very large umbilical hernia. Blood cholesterol 162 mg. per 100 ml. Probable cretinism was diagnosed. She was treated with thyroid, gr. 1/8 b.d. and within a week she took her feeds normally and began to gain weight and became more lively. She continued to improve until aged 9 months. Treatment was stopped when mother became ill. At 11 months she had no teeth, her anterior fontanelle was large and she had the appearance of a cretin. Blood cholesterol 298 mg. per 100 ml. She was treated with thyroid, gr. 1/4 daily, and has again improved.
Adrenal Virilism (Group I). Bilateral Partial Adrenalectomy.-A. ELTON Dr. Russell Fraser thought that bilateral partial adrenalectomy was particularly dangerous in this condition because of the reports of pseudohermaphrodites with adrenal cortical hyperplasia dying of Addison's disease. Dr. A. C. Crooke said that a number of such cases had been reported now but adrenal cortical insufficiency with adrenal cortical hyperplasia and pseudohermaphroditism had so far only been described in infants and very young children and he thought that it was clear from the alternative that the only hope of relieving pseudohermaphroditism in patients like Mr. Elton's was bilateral partial adrenalectomy.
